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All righ's ot rvpuMic-Uou ct all other matter hereln
are aUo reserved,

Mr. Taft Also Tries His Hand
From tlie White House comes au-

thoritativo information that Mr. Taft,
at the requcst of the President, has
cabled four important amendments to
the so-callcd covenant of the league of
nation-*. Tlie President is not formally
committed to their acceptancc, but it is
undcrstood that lie approves of them in
principle.

Thu.-* ends ono chapter. When the
President, bearing tho sacred instru-
ment, mado liis hurried return, speaking
at Boston and discussing a public ques¬
tion at a private dinner, the document
was presented ns practically unamend-
able.to he bumbly received as written.
"When Senators criticised, the President
flew into something akin to a rage. The
constitutional convention, he held, had
met and adjourned. Ile attacked his
critics as blind and visionless. He
openly threatened so to intertwine his
project with the peace treaty proper as

to make separate eonsideration impos¬
sible.
A change of mind is now revealed.

Mr. Taft's advice is asked for, and Mr.
Taft responds by forwarding amend¬
ments in many respects identical with
the Lodge-IIughes amendments. The
Monroe Doctrine is to be recognized;
domestic matters are to be left, as now,
within national jurisdiction; in the ex¬

ecutive council there must be unanimity
to pass anything; the agreement, so far
as there is one, is to be limited in time,
perhaps, to ten years, with a provision
for witndrawal.
The Taft amendments are thus in

substance tho Lodge-llughcs amend¬
ments. There is a surface difference as

to Article X, which freezes tlie sl-atus
qno of the world by mutual guarantees
of territorial integrity; but the differ¬
ence is nominal rather than actual. If
unanimity must precede action, if any
delegate can prevent the doing of any¬
thing by voting "No," tho guarantee is
barren. Arty nation would, of course,
vote in the negative if disciplinary ac¬

tion against it were proposed, and then
thero would be no discipline.

Moreovcr, in connection with Article
X, Mr. Taft haa developed the extraor¬
dinary doctrine that tho covenant cre-

atea no legal or moral obligation to
act. -in any particular case should this
country refuse to proceed no breaeh of
faith would occur, for it was to be pre-
sumed that all other nations took notice
of the limitationa of our Constitution,
and thu3 knew in advance that we had
plcdged ourselves to nothing. This
obviously reduces Article X, as well as
tho remainder of the covenant, to a
nullity, with an obligation not even
Pickwickian. It is as if a man, having
agreed to pay a dollar, should say when
a demand came: "My dear fellow, youknew I did not have a dollar; hence no
duty rests on me to pay."

Mr. Taft, thc cxcellence of whose jn-
tentions is cornmonly admittcd, butwhoso habit to mix himself up is a
i-cvcre trial to his admirers, is the headof a League to Enforce Peace; not to
recommend peace, or to talk of itsbeautte-i or u> act in concert if suchih pleasing when war threatens, but totnforcc it. His p,atform demand)j ^internatwnal supreme court to decidejust.cable questions, with a constable toenforce its judgments; an internationalpartiament to enact international lawsar.fl to provide means to compel theirptance, and an international ex-

'*, with a police force army at its
ejmmand, ablo to require obedience toIdgments an-i laws,
No man has more earnestly said thesetiiingi* were the minima of a league of

peaco worth the name. No man hasbeen more emphatic in doclaring that
harm, rather than good, would bc dono
by accepting a shara league. No man
lia« more candidly recognized that the
very nature of the peace problefl
quirr-d a setting up oi a uper tatc, with
a jurisdietion necetaarily subtractlngirum national sovereignty. Now Mr.
Taft, making a Bomersauit, not only.%ow* tho weight oX, hia_it_flucnce fo*

a eham, but takes a willing part in nn
effort in stripping tho so-callcd covenant
of any shreds of power that it contains.

A Benign Blizzard
It was not a wholly ill wind, after all,

that unexpected March gale, for it blew
clean away and out of existence several
of the Coney Island balloons with which
some ingenious mind. saw fit to decorato
our Victory Avenue. Wo should like to
comprehend this Luna Park note in a
great tributo to living and dead heroes.
It pervades more than one spot. At
Fifty-ninth Street there is a lovely
Christmas tree piece, a sort of irides-
cent candy arch, flanked by somo mys-
terious and very awful camouflage. At
tho Library one is reminded not so
much of Coney Island as of the decora¬
tions in the cosey corner of any college
boy's dcn. At Madison Square such
vista from the south as the buildings
permitted is blotted out in large part
by tho aforesaid balloons, or was so
blotted out.
We had supposed that victory upon

such a scale and at such a cost was a

thing of dignity and some solemnity.
But the designers of these decorations
evidently thought otherwise. The col-
umns lining the approach to the Victory
Arch are topped with plaster aeroplanes,
and what not. And above all are, or

were, tho balloons, round and gay and
impudent. For the circus all this would
have been perfect. For returning heroes,
headed by the caisson for their dead
comrades, it would have been hard to
construct a moro inappropriate blunder.

Let the wind do its work and let
common sense complete thc campaign!
Moro power to the blizzard!

The Soldier Pfeferential
A protest filed by Dr. Manning and

Major Thacher in bchalf of the Home
Auxiliary of the 77th Division brings
out the discriminating features of the
proposed soldiers' preference constitu¬
tional amendment.
To Spanish War veterans the prefer¬

ence is confined to those who enlisted
from New York. Former soldiers of
this class are thus protected from com¬

petition of incomers. Their privilege is
"unwanted" and its value enhanced.
But the preference to World War vet¬
erans is not confined to those enlisted
from New York. Any World War vet-
eran coming to New York is to have
a priority right equal to that of those
who wero of New York when they en¬
listed.
The discrimination is obviously one to

be removed. Those who put their lives
in jeopardy in war should look alike to
tho lawmakers. If there is reason in
one instance for confininr* preference to
those entering service from New York
there is reason in the other. The World
War veterans, indeed, have a special
claim, in view of the fact that a largo
part of them were conscripted.wero
not allowed to consider other obligations
when a knock camo on their door.
The issue raised by Dr. Manning and

Major Thacher has, of course, no direct
bearing on the larger question of
whether there should be preference for
any. The civil service organizations,
holding coldly to tho principle that the
relation between a state and its employes
is economic, and that one party buys
and the other sells specific service, aro
naturally averse to any preference to
any one on any ground. But not wholly
without justiiication is the human feel¬
ing that the public service can bo in-
cidentally used to employ and to honor
the public's protectors.
Few private employers, in fact, act

solely according to the dictates of sclfish-
ness, saying so much pay for so much
work. Tho man who has dared all would
seem to bo entitled to havo the benefits
of choice if the balance hangs level. It
is inconsistent to tell private cmployers
to remember the soldier, and then say
that the public as an employer should
in no way favor him. Tho government
as a business agency may well bo as
human as business itself.

Private Ownership of Ships
Chairman Hurley of the Shipping

Board is another who has studied gov¬
ernment ownership, not as it ought to be,
or might be if dreams were true, but as
it is. Tho result is a square declaration
by him for tho sale of the great mer¬
chant marine fleet which the exigencies
of war have led the public to create and
its operation by coarsc and selfish profit
seekers.by that wicked and abandoned
element of whom it seerrfs improper to
speak except iu words of detcstation.
The managers of most services aro

averso to the overthrow of the system
with which they are identified. They aro
jcalous of any lessening of their juris-
diction. This is the bureaucratic bias.
But Mr. McAdoo found a year alone
with the railroads quite enough and
sought the hectic "movic" industry for
quiet. Mr. Hurley discovers that eigh¬
teen months with government ship:} suf-
fice him and prefers the noise of Chi¬
cago. Even Lenine, at last accounts, was
trying to snare the bourgeoisic and in-
duce them to rclievc him of rcsponsibil¬
ity for Russian railroads and factories.

Mr. Hurley would sell tho 1'5,000,000
tons of shipping the government has or
has contracted for, on the basis of 25
per cent of thc purchase price on deliv¬
ery and 5 per cent interest on the dc-
ferred payments. Of the interest money4 per cent is to rccoup tho Treasury for
its bond obligation and the rcmaining 1
per cent converted into an emergencyfund to meet deficits on route:- not
qwckly paying but much needed.

Ti!" eorrtention that America cannot
ompeto in ship construction Mr. HurleyseernB to digposc -f. Mkewiae the argu¬ment that our shipmasters cannot opor-ato becauso of higher labor costs. But
thew rcmulna th* biggcr. CiueatioA of

what cargocs the ships are to bring back,
for ships with one-way cargoes cannot
compete with ship3 having cargoes both
ways. A corollary of exporting is im-
porting. Yet the discussion is commonly
on tho assumption that we are to sell
and not to buy. To have an efficient and
profitable merchant marine a consider-
able change must occur in prevailing
American views. Here is a problem Con¬
gress must consider when deciding about
a shipping policy, and its decision will
have a marked effect on the willingness
to buy ships.

The Serajevo Mystery
Count Czernin's secret correspond-

ence, soon lo be published in English by
tlie Committee on Public Information,
will probably throw some light on the
mystery of the Serajevo assassination.
An Austrian priest wrote a pamphlet
the other day charging that the murder
of the Archduke Francis Ferdinand and
his Czech wife was the result of a plot
hatched by representatives of the war

party in Austria and Hungary. It is
announced that tlie Czernin documents
furnish no positive proof of the cxist-
ence of such a conspiracy. But they aro
said to bo full of details indicating a
bitter hostility to tlie Archduke on the
part of tho Hungarian and German gov-
ernments and the pro-German military
clique in Vienna.
Thero was reason for this enmity.

Francis Ferdinand had become in a .sense
a partisan of the Czechs and tho South
Slavs. Ile had in mind the croation of
a triple Hapsburg monarchy. A Slav
state was to be erected and admitted
on an equality with Austria and Hun¬
gary. This project earned the heir ap-
parent the hatred of the Hungarian oli-
garchy. lt. was obvious that Hungary's
power would be destroyed by such a tv-

casting of the empire. Tho Slav;; loathed
the Hungarians even morc than they
loathed the Austrians. And the croation
of a Slav state would strip Hungary of
Croatia and Slavonia and her access to
the Adriatic. Tho Magyars would be¬
como a weak minority in the new triple
combination.
Hungary had therefore turned to Ger¬

many for protection. It was an open
secret before the war that thc Magyar
oligarchy was intriguing with Berlin and
holding out promises of the election, of
one of William Il'a sons as King
of Hungary. Francis Ferdinand knew
of these negotiations. He distrusted
William II and was openly at odds with
him, just as he was at odds with the
Vienna clique which controlled tho
senile Francis Joseph. He opposed war
with Serbia and tho fomentation of
causes of dispute with thc Serbians. Ile
was consequently a most dangerous ob-
stacle in tlie path of German policy in
Southern Europe, a policy eagerly sup¬
ported by Austro-Hungarian military
men and statesmen.

It has been reported that in the spring
of 1914, when Germany was already
planning to precipitate a European war,
William II sought a personal conferenco
with Francis Ferdinand and tried to win
him over to a programme of aggression
in the Balkans. Thc Austrian heir ap-
parent stood firm. Did ho thcreby sign
his own death warrant?

Following this conference he was per-
sistently urged to visit Serajevo. While
there he received practically no protec¬
tion from the police. Two attempts on
his life were made on the same day.
the second being") successful. The assas-
sin turned out to bo a Bosnian Slav,
and on evidence which could easily have
been fabricated the Vienna government
charged that he was influenced to com¬
mit the crime by anti-Austrian propa-gandist organizations in Serbia. The
secrecy surrounding his trial and the
leniency of his sentence excited gravo
suspicions. The heir apparent and his
wife were contemptuously and liypo-critically mourned iu Vienna nnd Buda¬
pest. Bul their murder was joyouslyseized upon as i pretext for humblingand penalizing Serbia.
The Serajevo assassination has manyof the earmarks of a Machi'avellian con¬

spiracy. It subtly served the purposes
of those who wanted to start a world
war. Were they responsible for i!.?
Nq detective story ever contained

elements more dramatic in complication.
And no other murder ever had such
world-wide and incalculably tragic con-
sequencos.

Cooperative Industry
'17 the Kditor of Tho Tribune,

Sir: Having had experience on tho labor
end from tho bench and machine to superin-
tendency, nnd on the capital end from man¬
ager to owncrship, 1 havo given considerable
thought to tho question aa to what, would
bc a Tair division of tho earnings of a cor¬
poration between labor nnd capital, and
tho following plan appeal:* to my sense of
justice from both point.-- of view:
Pay to capital a fixed rate of interest nnd

then divido equally between capital and labor
excess earnings. Let capital U protected
by a preferred accumulativo and participat-ing share of stock, an.l labor by common
Bhares of stock. The preferred shares to bo
issued at par lo paying subscribers, the com¬
mon shares to bc held iirthe treasury and
issued at par in nccordanco with earnings
tributary to tho common stock. After pre¬ferred dividends shall have been paid, one-
lialf of tho surplus fund shall be used for
the purchase of common stock at par, from
the treasury, and said stock be placed in
cscrow for lho benefit »'¦: the working organi¬
zation until the ¦¦. o\\ toek shall equal in
amount the issued preferred Bhares. This
escrovved common stock shall bo paid n divi¬
dend from tho subsoquent earnings of tho
company, nnd a like amount in total shall
bo paid to tho preferred shures us nn extra
dividend. Thc dividend on tho cscrow shares
shall,-when earned, bo cfistributcd to tho labor
orjranizittion pro rata on rcgular dividend
datoa. GEORGE W. HOADLEY.
Now York, March 20, 1919,

Iliat It Haa a Senate, for Instan.o
iFrom 'thn Waahlnolon Post)

Anylioiv, Woodrow nnd other Parisians
nr<j loaming -otne of tho pcculiuritiei* of
tho Unitod ioUloo govvrnmentk,

The Conning Tower
CALVERLEY'S "ODE TO TOBACCO"

[Printed for ihe beneflt or th» Antl-Clffaretts
League]

Thou, who when fenrs attack,
Bldit them avaunt, and Black
Care, at the horseman'B back

Pcrching, unseatoat;
Sweet when the rnom ia gray;
Sweet, when they've cleared away
Lunch ; and at close of day

Possibly sweetest:

I havo a liltlntr old
For thee, though manifo'd
Stories, I know, aro told,

Not lo Uiy credit
How one (or two at mosO
Props make a eat a ghoat.
Uscless, except to roast.

.' Doctors havo pat.l It:

How they who use fusces
All grow hy slow degreca
If!rainlo33 as chimpanzees,

Meagre as lizarda
Go mnd, and boat their wi\-ci>
Plunge (nftrr shocking Hve.s) '

Razora an.l carvtng-knlves
Into tlioir gizzards.

Confound such knavish tricks!
Yet know I five or six
Smokeii who frc-rly mix

Slill witii their neighbors;
Jonrs.(who, I'm glad to nay,
Asked leave of Mra. J.).
l'nily nhsorha a clay

After hia labora.

Cats m?.y have hnd thetr goose
Cooked l.y tobacco-juice;
!-'!i'l why deny il.; use

Thoughtfully taken?
We're not aa tabbiea are;

Smith, take a trcah cigar I
Jones, Hie tobacco-jar !

Jlem'a to thee, Bacon

Among tho things wo never would have.
learned in our youth, a youth many nfter-
noons of which wero consocrated to "blow¬
ing" cigarctto pictures I'or keeps,.if it
hadn't been for cigarcttcs, wero what tho
flag ol' Ecuador looked like, tho porson-
ablcness of Miss Anne Sutherland and Miss
Vernona Jarbeau, tho appearance of
Snoknne nnd Proctor Knott, and tho facoa
of Mike Kelly tho ballplayer and Jake Kil-
rain the Bcrappcr.

THE D1ARY0F0UR OWN SAMUEL PEPYS
March 2G Last night with A. Samuels to

hear "The Mikado," and J. De Ar.gelia was
Ko-Ko, and 0. llarrold Nanki-Poo, and I
thought they did poorlyj and I liked only
Mistresa Gladya Caldwcll, who hath graco
and a pretty way ol* saying her words, a3
though she knew what they meant; and
even W. Danforth as The Mikado I thought
ovordid his effect of maliciousness, in
which he hath skill, but which lo.seth, me-

sccnis, its comick effect when too much
insisted upon. With N. Levy tho barrister
to lunch, and we talked of tho Leaguo of
Nations, and iu drinking, and of what
would happen if wo drank all tho mixed
drinks upon the cards, and how far we
eouhl go a poor turn for the talk to take,
!'<>!. a drinking bout might come of it. To
dinner with my wife. nnd read this evening
"A Short History of Discovery," by H. W.
van Loon, and he drow tho pictures, too;
and it is for children, but I enjoyed it
mlghtily, far more than Barnes'a "A Short
History of the United States," that I waa
forced to study as a lad.

"7 For a ride in my pctrol-waggon with
my wife, and we went to b^o Mary Rlack,
that was handmaiden to us in the old daya,
and her little daughter Ruth. To the of-
fice, where ail day, nnd thero ls discussion
about tho campaign against tobacco; and
T think it may be a good thing. to shew
us the hypocrisy of our way of living. To
my room, and laborcd all evening nt my
scrivening. Read through L. Tntermeyer'a
new book, "Tho New Era in American
Poetry," filled with good criticism and
much enthusiasm.

28 Up betimes, and to the office, and
watched the snow falling, so fascinating
that 1 could not work; and put off doing
my stint until evening, nnd then did it in
a hurry.

"When the Chicago Tribune gaya of Mr.
Walter Lippmann that ho "remained snug-ly at home during a war which was cer¬
tainly aa clove. to Ucing a war for inter-
nationalism as could be expected iu this
imperfect world." tho thought oceura to us
that untruth ii one ef the three or eight
things that help to make the world imper¬
fect. .Mr. Lippmann, it happens, resigned
hia position on (iio Xew Republic .shortlyafter our entry into (he war, and remained,far from snugly, in Washington, doing work
that the President. at least, considered im¬
portant. ln July, 1918, Captain Lippmann,
l S. A., went to France, and returned last
month.

Mnr.so Henry, in tho current instalment
of "Looking Backward," quotes Raymond aa
saying, "But for tho lovo of Mike, don't
whisper it." Could Raymond, sixty yeara
ago. have snid thaf? Is the locutlon aa old
as that? We are asking for info.

"Mark Twain nnd 1," Mr. Wattorson con-
tinues, "grew up on old wives* tales of
"'tal.-, and titles, which, maybe duo to a
kindrcd sense of humor in both of us, wo
treated with shocking irreverence." If wo
ever doubted that Marso Henry was a
typical American, that doubt haa vanished.
The t. A. always admits he has a sense
of humor.

The Wii.trr (.arments of RrpentRnce
Sir: Speaking of preparedness, now (hat tlm

war " over. i"11 ".¦».'.' !»' interested lo learn that
oNereoatH were issued last week to the nurses atihe Army Hospital on Ellia Island. We can all
feel assured that lhe KirU will l.. well pi-otectedagainst the snowa of Bpring. Besides, who cantell what weather June nnd July may bring?

,_
O. 1.00 M.

President Wilson could savo cable tolls
by climinating "very." Two of them ap-
pcar in lho first sentence of his cable of
March 27, nnd there is one in the third
paragraph. Our olTer still stands of one
very good cigar (o anybody who cites an
inHtance of "very" ntrengthening an ad-
joctivo,

Opponcnta (Jain On Clemenceau_Even¬
ing Sun.

Late last night they hnd tho ball on his
15-yard line, but Im waa expect ing a
fumblo.

The Anti-Cigaretto League, according to
one of i'm membora, i:i rolling up a Lidal
wnvn of opposition to tobacco.

Jt xolla ita ovm, parhajpn, JR, *pfc jV,

Our American Bolshevists

Louise Bryant.Self-Made Marty\
Unsuspecting Senators Helped John
Reed's Wife Mount the Pillory

By Stanley Frost

MISS BRYANT made a most fetching
martyr for tho Bolshevist uplift
when she appeared before the Over-

man Committee. She is pretty; she is emall,
and looks helpless; she has big, appealing,
violet eyes, and she has a voice that regis-
ters charmingly either the throaty sob of
suffering under abuse or the sharp ring of
indignant protest.
She is clever, also. Sho came to be a

martyr, and sho not only seized and made
the utmost of every chanco that was otTered
her, but she even goaded the Senators into
hclping her role.''feeding," I believe, is tho
theatrical term that fits. Of course, Sena¬
tors are fair game for any one, and perhaps
they were particularly easy gamo for her
kind of attack. They move and sit hedged
about with honor and deference; how could
they suspect that pretty irnpudence and
jnsouclant eontempt were carefully calcu-
lated to lead them to censorioua speech?
They spoka ns sho desired.
The cause has long needed a martyr.

Mooney does very well in Europe, but thero
is too much Buspicion of brutal murder
about him to make a wide appeal in Amer¬
ica. Berkman and Erama Goldman are worn
out ns martyrs, and besides the. country is
almost unanimously against them and all
others who really obstructcd us in tho war.
Some one else had to bc found, and who
could bo better than a nice, young, pretty
woman? Especially if tho martyrdom
would not Iiurt.? Miss Bryant did good
work-tho revolutionary press is still talk-
ing about tho "witch-burning Overman
Committee."

A Silk Stockint>cd Proletarian
Miss Bryant.sho would call hersclf Tdrs.

John Reed if sho used her legal name

has long been an active parlor Bolshevist.
She wcars silk stoekings, nnd in no way
looks proletarian. One suspects that she
bathes daily. But sho spoko and wrote
widely for the causo even before she offered
herself as its martyr. Sho came before tho
committee frankly as a propagandist and
spoke over the shoulders of the Senators to
prospective converts beyond.
One need not doubt her sincerity or her

idealism, though one may jierhaps suspect
that ber loyalty goes to the cause rather
than to any abstract reverenco for facts.
But, passing that question, thero can bo
found in her testimony a remarkable pict¬
ure of what may bo called the parlor Bol¬
shevist mind.
This is not a mind turning to revolution

atid all its horrors because of tho smart of
its own intolerable sutTerings, but it is one
that is quite willing to risk thoso horror3
for the sake of trying on the world its own

pet panacea. Raymond Robins declared
that this typo of mind did not really visual-
izo the horrors tt wa3 invoking, and re-

canted when they appeared. At any rate,
this typo of mind is willing to consider
revolution.so much of it as it can see a

small thing to wager on its own wisdom.
Miss Bryant'a mind showed first a confi-

dent superiority over all who disngroed
with her. "I know more about it than any
other witness who has been here," she de¬
clared, though she had left Russia after
only ten weeks of Bolshevik rula and thero
had been witnesses who had suffcred a year
of it and came from tho inside of Bolshevik
prisons. "You were not thero and I was,"
sho flared up nt an embarrassing question
by Senator Overman. "Breshkovsky is an
old lady with a glorious past and a pitiful
present," she declared when confronted
with the fact that the life-long revolution-
ist disagreed with some of her statements.
Miss Bryant has faith in revolution as a

god that can do no wrong. She admitted
that she knew nothing, except from Bolshe¬
vik report3, ns to conditions in Russia for
more than a year. But "that. is not true,"
sho said of the charge that there nre Ger
mans in the soviet s. "I don't know," sho
admitted a minute later, "but 1 can imagino
it is not true."

The Aesthctic Executioner

She denied that Peter?, tho Potrograd
executioner, is cruel. She was challenged.
"1 do not know," she admitted. "But I
know how ho felt about it. He was not
that sort of a man. Ifo told mo so himself.
He was a very aesthctic young man."

"I do not think you can say the sovieta
aro in favor of Germany," she said at

Upstate Parents Bitter
Thc Ifylan Committee Accused of De-

laying Parade Tickets

To the Editor of Thc Tribunc.

SIR: Yesterday N'ew York paid homage
to tho heroes of tho 27th Division. Tho

victory parado must have been an inspira¬
tion to every citizen of this great state
privileged to witness tho final public ap-
peacance of this glorious military body.
As tho boya marched up Fifth Avenue I

imagine some of them felt a peculiar pride
as they passed the grandstand, for mother
and father or some of tho home folks wero

to see them! But what a disappointment
not only to the parents, who also passed
through the valleys and the shadows in all
tho dark hours of the world conflict, but to
the boys themselves.when they reali/.e, as

they now do, that their parents and the
home folka were actually robbed of the
privilego of seeing the parade.
Three of our sona are to-day in the ser¬

vice of their country two in the infantry
nnd ono in tlie Red Cross. They wero

among tho vory first to volunteer. Two of
them went away witb tho 1.08th Regiment
of tho 27th Division. Ono ia still with tho
regiment; the other, having earncd a com¬

mission, was transferred to tho Jst Division
and ia now with tho army of occupation.
We are proud of their record and we are

glad that wc had them to give, to die for
ln r count > if need bc,
To witness the triumphant return of the

boys was tho ono great deslro of their
mother. Thero wns early promisn that tho
douiro vould bo gratifled* i'or it was an,*

another time. "Because by all logic they
cannot be." She denied that the central
soviet forced elections in others. "I know
the principle it is founded on and it does
not permit that." "No, they could not
change the principle." "It does not work
that way." "I know the application."
As to the nationalization of women: "I

am sure it is not correct. How could it
be?"
And on atrocities: "The Bolshevik guards

did not take people out in fifties and shoot
them. They would not, because they are
not organized against the people." This in
tho faco of Tchitcherin's admission of kill¬
ing 500 in one batch.
She showed a curious attitude of mind

on Buffering. "Just the ordinary things that
go with civil war and wlth fighting," she
said of atrocities and starvation.
Misa Bryant's opinion of shoes depends

on who wears them. She was eloquent
against the use of forco by the Allies in
Russia. "I demand self-determination for
Russia," she declared. But sho had no
objection to forcible Bolshevist domination.
Soviet Force Justijiable

"Is not the Soviet government attempting
to cstablish it3elf by force?" Senator Nel-
son asked.
"Oh, yes! All governments do."
"And by forco against. the Russian peoplB

who do not agree with them?"
"Yes, we did that against the King of

England."
"Why shouldn't the rcst of tbe Russian

people bave tho right to express them-
selves? Why should tho Bolshevists use
force and disarm everybody?"

"Oh, that ia tho way revolutions are
brought about."
"Then you believe in self-determination

at thc point of a gun?"
"All things have to be self-determined

at tho point of a gun."
Yet she maintained quite calmly, and

within a few minutes, that the Russiana
were not disarmed, that the soviets did not
rule by terror and that thc whole mass of
the Russian people were backing the ex-
periment!

Finally Misa Bryant proved herself un-
willing to make a flat statement regarding
her purposes for America. Senator W'olcott
asked whether she had supported the soviet
form of government in her public speeches.
Miss Bryant launched into a diatribe on tho
evils of prejudico and the hostilc atmos¬
phere she had found. He repeated the
question. She explained that the soviet
had been lied about. Again be repeated.
Sho changed the form of the question: "Do
you mean that I ask to have a sovict in
America? I am not advocating anything
of the kind. "The Senator gave up on tho
first question and tried to get a real answer
on the one sho herself had stated. Miss
Bryant said it waa a shame to have Ameri¬
can boys kiiled in Russia. He tried again.
She declared 1hat each country should be
allowed to work out its own form oi" govern¬
ment. Ho repeated. She did not see how
a soviet could be established here. Once
more bo asked whether she favored soviet
government for America. "I do not think
it would fit America at the present time,"
she replied, and he gave up.

Established os a Martyr
Just at the close Miss Bryant came back

suddenly to her martyr pose and made a
direct attack on the committee. She
charged that it was hearing ono side only,
that it was not trying to get the truth, that
it abused people who took tho other side,
though she refused to specify. This speech
waa not spoiled by the fact that the com-

mitftee, as planned, afterward heard other
pro-Bolshevists. It. gave a splendid basis
for editorials in the pro-Bolshevist press,
nnd Miss Bryant left the stand in triumph,
a "martyr" fighting for a "martyred cause."

So hero is a parlor-Bolshovist mind in
action on a big stage, the mind of ono of
the leaders of tho propaganda, of one of
those who shriek their demand that they
be chosen guides for blind senators and
others. Such is the. "reasoning" which ia
attempted. But if it does not convince, be-
hold! here is a martyr, and a charming one!
With sympathy nnd gallantry alike to rcin-
force the plea, how enn one inquire too
closely whether it is fair or truthful or

whether the purposes are good either for
Rus- ia or America ?

nounced on the sacred honor of tha
Mayor's Committee of New York that every
soldier would bc provided with two ticketa
for seata in the reviewing stand set apart
for the parents of the boys of the 27th
Division. There is no question in my mind
that the ticketa were allotted.

Bur our tickets were received at 2:30
o'clock this afternoon, together with this
note:

"With the eompliments of Mayor Hylan
I nm inclosing two ticketa for the review¬
ing stand for tho parade of the 27th
Division.
" Signed GROVER A. WHALEN,

"Secretary."
Across the fac of the tickets is printedin red ink these significant words: "Seatswill be reserved only until 9:30 a. m."
Aa the letter bore a postmark dated NewYork, March 24, \ p. m., the public mayjudgo the real intent of those responsiblefor the distribution. JOHN W. BAKERIthaca, N. Y., March 25. 1919.

Mr. Beck and His Enemies
To ihe Editor of The Tribune.

!: I am not an American, but 1 rcsent
to tho depths thia constant tirade of ab'use
against James M. Beck, one of America'a
noblest sons, standing for the samo high
type of Americanism that tho great and.
late Colonel Roosevelt stood for, and at tho
snnio time- ever demonstruting a true, loyal
friendship for the Allies across the sea.

May wo continue to honor Mr. Beck as he
so richly deserves, and yet any nnd nll
honors only speak in a small way the dopth
of our appreciatlon.

KMILY V. LORHAINE.
#«w Yoi-V, aiarcb. 22t l'JI'J.

Defends War Risk
Bureau

To tho Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: I sympathire with the writer of «._

letter signed "Sergeant" i. to-day', Trihune I don't blame him for being irritated*Perhaps under the circumstances he is
'

cusablo for errora of observation ,ad"lstatement. But his assertion that thBureau of War Risk Insurance is .¦» i
'

building, full 0f people doin* nothi£r.othing, nothing" so misrepresents the b.freau and does such injustice to my feii
""

workers in the bureau that I cannot letHgo uncontradicted. "

As almost any one of the thirteen bniUings in which the "War Risk" i8 hou'.:might be tenned large, I cannot be 2.to which one of them he refers. It js D.Sable however, that his inquirie, took hi*to the division of aliotments and ,'W
ances, in the New National Museum Bui'/mg in which 3,500 employcs of thc bureauwork. I have worked there for nearlv
year. My duties take me into almost ever,section of it daily. I speak from k £when I say that steady, hard work «, ttrule. Pilcs of work rise on the des'k, ,fast as they are demoHshed. Regulation.are r.gid. Moments of relsxation are f..worked for a few weeks last sunmter inthe Division of Accounts. What I hasaid of aliotments and allowances hdd_good of accounts. I have no reason

*
think it is not equally true of the wholebureau. "

In tha aliotments and allowances dlvision we deal primarily with "apnlicat.ons," the forms filled out by the soldier,'when making their aliotments of pav totheir families and asking for the govern¬ment allowances. The greater part of thework ,s necessarily specialized. It wouldbo ideal ,f each case could have a "KOd-mother" to see that no mistakea were madeand that difficulties arising through nofault of the bureau wero adjusted specd-ily as possible. But thero would be severalmillion godmothers falling over one anothe,
in their efforts. and then there would he afew things, after all, that would have toawait tho attention of an expert awarderof the adjutant general's office or of «commanding officer tn France. So oneclerk files a case, another reads a letterwritten about it, a third makes a changeof address, a fourth sends a form letter oait, a fifth, perhaps, makes an amended
award or a stop payment. a sixth dictates
a letter, and a seventh examines it to seethat all is done right. Thousands and
thousands of such tasks are done con-
scientiously and correctly every day.The Bureau of War Risk Insurance is a
vast and complicated machine. It is beyond
my province as an employe to diseuss it
generally. I have tho right, however, to tell
the public what I know to be the fact that
criticism implying that rmployes of the
bureau do not give the government and the
people good rcti-.rn for what they are paidis a libel.

If the publi<c, including "Sergeant," could '

see us struggling to give this service amongdiscomforts and inconveniencos manifold
(from which we expect soon to be relieved
by removal to our new building), they
would be slower to write letters like this.
In the winter of 1917-'18 women worked
over the market in a hall so cold that they
wore coats, furs, cap3, gloves and overshoei
at their desks. Last summer they worked
in cruel heat, often kept awake at night bythe heat in rooms where three, four snd
five were crowded in together. I saw them
now and then faint at the files. But they
stuck to their work till they did faint.

It becomes mo less to speak of the diffl-
culties or the achicvements of the searching
force, but we walk miles a day on thc stone
floors of the Museum, and some of us ccr-
tainly do detective work in untanglinjj
"snarly" cases. We searchers in the Fpecial
correspondence section have little to make
us optimistic. We deal only with cases in
which payments have been delayed orcheckfj
have gone astray. We carry burdens of
poverty, illness, death, for seven hours a
day, six days a week. As we trail an elo-
sive application from section to fection or
read a bunch of documents half an inch
thick, we mentally picture the woman, shawl
on head or baby in arms, turning in dissp-
pointment from the mail box at the crosj
roads or at the tcnement houie door be¬
cause that looked-for government envelopa
has not come. Wo know just what it means
to the woman and to the baby, and we do
our level best to find out the trouble ard
to get the check off as quickly as possiWe,
We work just as hard to ciear up questions
of checkage, so that men listed for 'dis-
charge can get home.

It is well both for us ard for the pubiifl
to remember that for every case of delayed
payment there are hundreda of awards rutt-
ning smoothly. If testimony to this lt
needed it is found in the frequcnt plaint
to the bureau: "I don't see why I don't get
my allotment when all the other wpmeri
round here aro getting their-* regular."

KATHARINE FISHER.
Washington. D. C, March 2?., 1919.

The Turkey as a Warrlor
To the Editor of The Tribunc.

Sir: Wo note your recent reference to
the saying of Franklin that tho turkey an,
not the eagle should have been the national
emblem. Had tho turkey been selected i'l
the place of the eagle he would have becU
no disgrace, even in a rough and tumblft
Some years ago a turkey hen ar.d ht*
brood were fecding in a field near ouf

barns, with the big gobbler on the watch,
when with a rush a big bald eagle launched
himself upon them. While the lien hid the
young turkeys the gobbler faced the music.
Tho eagle came straight for him. Just a»

thc eagle closed, the turkey sidc-stepp«4
Again and again the eagle swooped, only t»

find his rush where the turkey had been.
The eagle then lit and tried mixing M

on the ground. Rut hero he was outcl»s-c*'^
by the superior footwork and great strengtii
of his opponent. How a linish fight -,ou!(I
have resultcd we do not know. as, unfort*"*
nately, one of the men, rush ing out f""01*1
tbe barn, frightened the eagle away. Bu*
thc gobbler did not have a scratch on h'i**i
and you might have heard him swear *°r
half a mile. Ho could lick any *ngle that
ever flcw. A true incident, savc poss'-b'"*
thc swearing. Ho did not speak good Knf
lish, but I know that was what he meant.

JOHN KERB.
Franklin, \. Y.. March 16, 1919.

I hc I*inest View
(From Tha rhtladelphin FtdMfe I-rf-J**"'

No scenory in tho Rhineland ev«r c0»*
-paffid with t_ cloaa-m» view al UI* *>W b^


